The type strqin of Bacteroides pentosaceus Shah and Collins and the type strain of Bacteroides buccae Holdeman et al. have more than 80% deoxyribonucleic acid homology with the type strain of Bacteroides capillus Kornman and Holt, and therefore the three names are subjective synonyms. Since B . buccae Holdeman et al. was the first validly published name applied to this taxon, B . capillus and B . pentosaceus are later synonyms of B. buccae. Bacterioides capillus Kornman and Holt 1982, 266 (3, 5 ) , Bacteroides pentosaceus Shah and Collins 1982, 266 (3, 7), and Bacteroides buccae Holdeman et al. 1982, 128
The major published difference among these species is liquefaction of gelatin by the type strain and 14 of 18 strains of B. buccae and no liquefaction of gelatin by the type strain and two other strains of B. capillus (5) and the type strain and two other strains of B. pentosaceus (7) . However, we found that the type strains of B. capillus and B. pentosaceus liquefied prereduced peptone-yeast extract-12% gelatin (1) .
The S1 nuclease method (4) was used to determine the levels of deoxyribonucleic acid homology among the type strains of the species. B. buccae strain VPI D3A-6T (parent strain of strain ATCC 33374T) (T = type strain) was from our culture collection. B. cupillus ATCC 33690T was from the American Type Culture Collection, Rockville, Md., and B. pentosaceus NCDO 2353T was from the National Collection of Dairy Organisms, Reading, England.
Our results (Table 1) indicate that the type strains have rnore than 80% deoxyribonucleic acid homology and are the same species. B. buccae is the first validly published name, wealth of Virginia.
LITERATURE CITED

